


SCIENCE EXPO

On the evening of Wednesday, April 27, the students at LCJSMS were able to show the
results of their scientific efforts. Exploring Life’s Mysteries was the theme for this year’s
Science Expo. The sixth graders displayed their findings in Mueller’s Gym. Mrs. Karen
Cotter, Mrs. Ronna Silagi, and Ms. Francene Wuertz were on hand to lend their expertise.
The seventh graders prepared presentations on the computer to illustrate their
experiments which were shown in the three computer labs. Mr. Steven Guglich, Mrs. Cara
Johnson, and Mr. John Ross were able to spend time with the seventh grade students and
their families. The seventh graders were also able to present their Endangered Species
web pages. The eighth grade students in Mrs. Kelley DeRosa’s, Mr. Casy Fath’s and Ms.
Kimberly Stephens’ classes displayed and demonstrated their experiments in the cafeteria.

One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation in STARLAB, our portable
planetarium, by eighth grade teachers Mrs. DeRosa and Ms. Stephens. Our thanks to Mrs.
Mary Melcon for volunteering in STARLAB that evening, as well as in the Science classes.
Members of the Critter Club were on hand to share their favorite animals. Many thanks to
Mrs. Stacy Beckett for chairing this event. Thanks also to all the parents who gave of their
time to chaperone and provide refreshments.

Pictured below are students with their experiment displays.

Alexis Perry Matthew Colon

(From I to r) Alexander Kelser and Alexander Lin

Mrs. Christine Lijoi
K-8 Science Department Supervisor



@ YOUR LIBRARY®: SCHOOL LIBRARY MEDIA MONTH

April was a lucky month for some students at Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School. In
celebration of School Library Media Month, students were able to enter four library
contests. These contests are designed to encourage students to visit the library before or
after school and at lunchtime.

To participate in the Pizza Pandemonium contest, students were asked to fill out a survey
about our library. This is the time for students to let us know if we are meeting their
needs. The winner of this contest, seventh grader Ashly Sorto, received a gift card for a
pizza from Joe’s Pizzeria.

For fun, students put their math skills to the test when they entered the M&M Madness
contest. The student who estimated the closest number of M&M's in the jar without going
over won. This year’s winner, sixth grader Jacob Freudberg, came closest to guessing the
correct amount and won all of the M&M's.

Ice Cream Crazy asked students to visit the library web page to find the secret phrase of the
day. Three students, one from each grade level, were randomly drawn from those who
participated. The winners were: Shaden Awad (Gr. 6), Jeysson Reyes (Gr. 7), and Miranda
Palasis (Gr. 8). Each winner received a gift certificate for an ice cream treat from Magic
Fountain.

Students were asked to fill out a Reader’s Poll/Kid’s Pix sheet where they provided the
author and title of their favorite book. All recommendations are now on display in the
Library Media Center. The winner of this contest, sixth grader Reynaldo Perez, received a
gift basket filled with school supplies, toys, and puzzle books.

Students from all grade levels were excited to visit the Library Media Center and
participate in the contests. They were eager to provide their input about our program, and
their responses were insightful. Congratulations to all of our winners!

Mrs. Megan Hartley
Mrs. Beth Thomas
Library Media Specialists
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Artwork by Aisha Siddiqa, Gr. 8



SUMMER READING 2011

Summer is quickly approaching! As we all look forward to a more relaxing

time of year, we do encourage our children to continue reading. The Language td\{:,
Arts Department, with the assistance of the Middle School librarians, ’
researched many books before making the final choices for our required

summer reading choices. Each student is required to read two books from .1"
the list of the grade level they will be entering in September. The first _é.,._ e <
writing assignment of the new school year will specifically relate to these

books, therefore, it is essential that students read two books from their grade level list. Of
course, during the lazy, hazy days of summer, we encourage students to read as much as possible,
and there are plenty of other books from which to choose. Librarians in the town library and staff
at the bookstores are most knowledgeable and helpful with making selections to suit your child’s
taste in literature. Please keep the Summer Reading list as a handy reference. The Summit Free
Public Library has our list and will have several copies of each book. On behalf of the entire Middle
School Language Arts Department, | wish you an enjoyable summer.

Mrs. Beverly Monsell
K-8 Language Arts Department Supervisor

Entering Grade 6 Entering Grade 7

The Wanderer, by Sharon Creech Nothing But the Truth, by Avi

Because of Winn Dixie, by Kate DiCamillo Fever 1793, by Laurie Halse Anderson

A Long Way from Chicago, by Richard Peck Bud Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis
Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key, by Jack Gantos Esperanza Rising, by Pam Munoz Ryan
When You Reach Me, by Rebecca Stead Three Cups of Tea, Young Readers Edition
The Daydreamer, by lan McEwan One Man’s Journey to Save the World
Poppy, by Avi One Child at a Time, by Greg Mortenson,

David Oliver Relin, and Sarah Thompson

Entering Grade 8
Facing the Lion: Growing Up Massai on the African Savanna,
by Joseph Lemasolai Lekuton and Herman Viola
Ashes of Roses, by Mary Jane Auch
Interstellar Pig, by William Sleater
The Bomb, by Theodore Taylor
Silas Marner, by George Eliot
Truce, by Jim Murphy
Alligator Bayou, by Donna Joe Napoli
The Chosen One, by Carol Lynch Williams
Spies of Mississippi,
The True Story of the Spy Network that Tried to Destroy the Civil Rights Movement,
by Rick Bowers
Snow Falling in Spring, Coming of Age in China During the Cultural Revolution,
by Moying Li
Life As We Knew It, by Susan Beth Pfeffer
The Last Mission, by Harry Mazer
Dances With Wolves, by Michael Blake
Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins




CAREER DAY 2011

On Friday, April 29, Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School held its annual Eighth Grade
Career Awareness Day program organized by guidance counselor Mrs. Stefanie Jurista with
assistance from Mrs. Elke Luftig, Ms. Cristina Martinez, and Mrs. Jane Parkinson. On Career
Awareness Day a wide variety of speakers from all walks of life came to LCJSMS to discuss
their career paths with the eighth grade students and answer relevant questions. This
program, a highlight of the eighth grade Advisory curriculum, is an integral part of the
Career Exploration unit. The morning program opened with a presentation that included a
student produced video featuring eighth graders discussing their future goals and
aspirations. A second video focusing on our changing world and the future of work was also
shown. Mr. Matthew Block, Principal of LCJSMS, then made a highly motivational keynote
address encouraging students to begin thinking about their career goals and aspirations.
Following the assembly, students divided into smaller groups to listen to guest speakers
who represented careers in fashion, athletics, medicine, law, and many more. The panelists
were extremely thorough in discussing their career choices, education and training, and job
skills, often using candor and humor to make their points.

As indicated by student feedback, the program was very well received, and students
described the program to be both thought-provoking and interesting. Career Awareness
Day is a significant program because it is important for our students to begin thinking
about their future plans as they embark on their journey to high school. We would not
have been able to reach this objective without the panelists' willingness to share their own
personal experiences with our students. Due to the collective effort, commitment and
dedication of the Guidance Department, faculty members, and panelists, Lawton C. Johnson
Summit Middle School was able to deliver a high-quality and successful Career Awareness
Program.

The panelists who so generously volunteered their time to Career Awareness Day are: Mr.
Dave Bannister, Ms. Melissa Birnbaum, Mr. Pat Capra, Mr. Rich Doyen, Mrs. Megan
Frackoviak, Summit’s Assistant Superintendent of Schools Mrs. Julie Glazer, Mr. Michael
Gold, LCJSMS Security Officer Mr. Peter Ilaria, Mr. Michael Jurista, Ms. Danielle Jurista,
Myung Kang-Huneke, Mr. Jonathan Lijoi, Mr. Al Leiter, Dr. Christopher Magovern, Mr.
Steven Marcus, LCJSMS Social Studies Department Supervisor Mr. Erik Parks, Dr. John
Robina, Summit Board of Education member Mrs. Gloria Ron-Fornes, Mr. Michael Shapiro,
Mr. Jason Wertheimer, and Ms. Ann Zanelli.

In addition to LCJSMS Guidance Counselors Mrs. Stefanie Jurista, Mrs. Elke Luftig, Ms.
Cristina Martinez, and Mrs. Jane Parkinson, other Summit staff members participating in
the program were Principal Mr. Matthew Block, Assistant Principal Mr. Jeffrey Heaney,
Summit Schools Director of Guidance Dr. John Schnedeker, LCJ]SMS Technology Support
teacher Mrs. Dory Marcus, elementary School Counselor Mr. Thomas DeMuro, and Summit
High School Guidance Counselor Mr. Scott Petrillo.

Mrs. Stefanie Jurista
Guidance Counselor
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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR TEAM 6A

Team 6A teachers would like to acknowledge the Students of the Month for the 2010-2011
school year. Throughout the year, these students exemplified the four pillars of character
explored in the Advisory Program. Beginning in October, two students were selected each
month. These students were presented with a certificate of recognition and their names
were posted on the Team 6A bulletin board.

Congratulations to Grace Bebout, Virginia Collins, Liam Dougherty, Sabrina Fleischman,
William Freeman, Christian Fusco, Yasym Harvey, Rachel Isralowitz, Jack Johnson, Samuel
Kaplan, Kiera Little, Mark McCullough, Zachary Olson, Emma Osborne, Alina Patrick,
Marielle Rogoff, Emilia Zanelli, and Samuel Zanelli.

We commend these students on being outstanding models of character for their peers!

Mrs. Deborah Schwarzmann
6A Team Leader

THE SUMMIT EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION (SEF)

SHAPE THE FUTURE...
Participate in the important work of advocating for our students,
teachers, and the strength of our public schools.

The Summit Educational Foundation (SEF) needs your skills and talents &
whether you are a writer, love to throw a party, great at bringing people L 4
together, incredible with numbers, or anything in between. Use your °!UMMITEDUCATIONAL
skills for good, gain a new experience, and support your local
community. Please reach out to Mrs. Nicole Blomfield, SEF President, at
blomfield.family@verizon.net or 908-277-3447 to learn more.

veating Possible

NIGHT IN PAIR-A-DICE

This year's Night in Pair-a-Dice was a huge success! On Saturday evening, March 26, SEF
held a sold-out event at the Elk's Club for more than 350 people. Casino games with
professional dealers were featured, but the live and silent auctions provided plenty of
entertainment, as well. The merchants and restaurants in Summit were extremely
generous and supplied SEF with raffle basket and auction items, as well as delicious food
donations that were served at the event. Night in Pair-a-Dice proved to be a fun evening for
the parents and a profitable one for Summit kids. The chairs, Mrs. Lucia Beauchamp, Mrs.
Carin Parella, Mrs. Jenna Sullivan (Washington School parents), and the entire committee
did a fabulous job. Thank you to all of our volunteers, donors and guests.

Mrs. Tina Spotts
SEF Liaison
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FAMILY FUN NIGHT 2011

Family Fun Night 2011 was a great success! Thank you to all the students, parents,
teachers, and staff who attended the event, bought raffles and food, played games, and
volunteered their time. We couldn't have done it without you.

We would like to especially thank the following people:

Mr. Matthew Block

Mr. Jeffrey Heaney

Mrs. Regina Hill

Mrs. Eunice Churchill

Mr. Jack Sturm, Head Custodian, and the entire LCJSMS Custodial Staff

Mr. Mike Martino, Summit Schools Electrician

Mrs. Diane Sottile, Volunteer Coordinator

Mrs. Marilee Klaschka, Games

Mrs. Regina Daly and Mrs. Betsy Macpherson, Food

Mrs. Heather Kapsimalis, Cake Walk

Mrs. Tina Spotts, Face Painting

Mrs. Susan Orrell, Admission and Ticket Sales

Mrs. Veronica Bonnet, Photo Booth

Mrs. Beth Tully, PTO Treasurer

Mrs. Clelia Biamonti, Mrs. Susan Donnellan, Mrs. Sarah Kaplan, and Mrs. Mary Mokuvos,
and all the LCJSMS families who so generously donated to the Tin Can Raffle.

Simply the Best Inflatables, Taylor Rental, Berkeley Heights

We would also like to commend the students for their exemplary behavior at Family Fun
Night. Our games vendor commented specifically on the good manners and courteous
behavior of our students. Thank youl!

Mrs. Regina Feeney
Mrs. Christine Murray
Family Fun Night Co-Chairs

Artwork by Patrick Gilbert, Gr. 8
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The 2010-2011
Lacwton C. JohAnson Swurrrit

Midd/le Schoo/
Creative Arts MagaZ/ne

Magazines are available for sale
during all three lunches.

Magazines are just $10.00
which includes a FREE
Create. Explore. Express.

silicone bracelet!
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LCISMS

2010-2011 END-OF-YEAR EXAM/ACTIVITIES CALENDAR

Thursday
Friday
Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

Friday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Monday

Gr. 8 Trip to Washington, DC (leave at 6:45 AM)
Gr. 8 Trip to Washington, DC (return at 9:30 PM)

Grs. 7/8 — Review for Language Arts Final Exam
Student Library Borrowing Ends at 3:00 PM

Grs. 7/8 — Review for Language Arts/World Language/Science Final Exams

Single Session - Early Dismissal
Professional Development

Grs. 7/8 — Language Arts Final Exams

Grs. 7/8 — Review for World Language/Science/ Social Studies Final Exams
All Student Library Books/Materials Returned to Library by HR

Library Closes for Class Use for Remainder of School Year

Grs. 7/8 — Science and World Language Final Exams
Grs. 7/8 — Review for Social Studies/Math Final Exams
Grs. 7/8 — All Academic Projects Due

Grs. 7/8 — Social Studies Final Exam
Grs. 7/8 — Review for Math Final Exam

Grs. 7/8 — Math Final Exam
Grs. 7/8 — Final Exam Make-Ups
Gr. 8 - Pool Party Rain Date 11:45 AM - 2:45 PM

Grs. 6/7 - Locker Clean-Out 8:10 AM
Grs. 7/8 - Exams Reviewed with Students
Gr. 8 - Pool Party OR Exam Review 11:45 AM to 2:45 PM

Last Day for Breakfast and Lunch in the Cafeteria
Gr. 8 - Locker Clean-Out 8:10 AM

Gr. 7 - Exams Reviewed with Students

Gr. 8 - Indoor Graduation Practice 9:03 to 11:36 AM
Gr. 8 - Yearbook/DC Picture Distribution - Auditorium 11:45 AM to 2:45 PM

Last Day for Students - Single Session - 12:15 PM Dismissal

Gr. 8 - Outdoor Graduation Practice (Weather Permitting) -
8:42 AM to 12:15 PM

Gr. 6 - Yearbook Assembly — Mueller’s Gym (Time TBD)

Gr. 7 - Yearbook Assembly — Cafeteria (Time TBD)

Gr. 8 - Graduation, Reception, Dance: 7:00-10:30 PM
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STOCK UP ON GROCERY SCRIP FOR THE SUMMER!

The LCJSMS PTO Grocery Scrip Program is a great way to earn cash for the school, with little or no effort
and no out-of-pocket expense on your part. You pay face value for the scrip cards and use them as cash at
our four participating supermarkets. Our final sale date is Friday, June 10%. This will be your last
opportunity to purchase cards to use over the summer - there will be no summer scrip deliveries.

We stock scrip from stores in the following denominations: Kings ($50, $100), Shop Rite ($50, $100),
Stop & Shop ($50, $100), and A & P ($50, $100), and still have a remaining inventory of $350 worth of
Pathmark cards. The scrip will be on sale in the Middle School lobby between 8:00 and 9:45 a.m. on
Friday, June 10.

Please contact Mrs. Beth Boak at emboak@gryphondev.com or (908) 273-2055 if you have any questions.
Thank you for all your support this past school year. We hope to see you again in the fall.

Mrs. Beth Boak
Grocery Scrip Chairperson
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