






FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK (CONTINUED)             
 
program at Stokes firsthand, I can assure you that the staff and students create a positive, 
safe,  and  useful  experience  that  builds  communication  skills,  cooperation,  social 
connections,  and  school  spirit.    You  can  still  hear  our  students  reminiscing  about  their 
campfires,  their  record  time  for  the  California  Sit­Down,  the  intense  competition  of  the 
relay races, delicious S’mores, and  the Alligator Song (ask your sixth grader  to sing  it  for 
you).  It is a testament to the program that these students consistently gain a set of positive 
memories that come at the start of their middle school experience, but last a lifetime.   

As we move into 2012, we can look back and be proud of the many accomplishments of our 
students  and  staff.   We  are  fortunate  to  have  programs  that  allow  our  students  to  excel 
academically,  artistically,  and  athletically.    With  a  staff  that  is  second‐to‐none  and  a 
community  that  consistently  supports  our  programs,  the  possibilities  are  endless  as  we 
move into the future.  I would like to wish everyone a happy and healthy New Year, and I 
look  forward  to working with  you  as we  continue  to provide our  students with  the best 
educational experiences possible. 
                  Mr. Matthew J. Block 
                  Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork by Grace Knauer, Gr. 7 



A MESSAGE FROM THE PTO PRESIDENT             
 
It is hard to believe that three months of school have already passed.  This first quarter has 
been very productive, and I would like to personally thank all of our chairs one more time 
for their outstanding efforts. 
 
Our PTO once again put together a wonderful directory that was distributed to our families 
on Back‐to‐School Night.    In addition, we had another successful Book Fair and Magazine 
Drive.    We  continue  to  run  a  profitable  Grocery  Scrip  program  that  has  allowed  us  to 
purchase  some  new  projectors  for  our  school.    Our  Hospitality  Committee  provided  a 
beautiful  reception  for  Back‐to‐School  Night  and  also  a  lovely  luncheon  for  our  school’s 
Team Leaders' Retreat.  We successfully raised enough money to cover our Bagel Advisory 
program  for  the  year,  and  we  had  a  great  membership  drive.    We  sponsored  the  Ryan 
Halligan Assembly that our students participated in, and our parents had the opportunity 
to  see  at  an  evening  presentation.   We  chaperoned  our  first  dance;  have  produced  two 
Panther Paws publications, and now our second Gargoyle. 
 
We look forward to the New Year and the events to follow.  Our Science Expo is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 28,  2012,  and our Family  Fun Night will  be  held  Friday, April  27, 
2012.  We also look forward to this year's Teen Arts Festival being hosted at Summit High 
School this year and our Art Show.  As each of these events approach, we will share more 
information.   
 
Our PTO is only as strong as our members and volunteers.  We are so lucky to have so many 
families  that  are  willing  to  give  their  time  to  help  support  our  wonderful  programs.    I 
encourage  everyone  to  stay  involved  in  our  second  half  of  the  year  as  many  exciting 
programs are coming up.  Wishing everyone a happy holiday season. 
 
                Mrs. Lesley Greenstein 
                PTO President 
 
 
SUMMIT EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION (SEF) NEWS          
  
While  the unprecedented weather and power outage meant we couldn't go  forward with 
the SEF Partner's Evening on Friday, November 4, look for a separate mailing detailing the 
need for donations to our annual fund.  It is this fund that supports the grant requests that 
come in twice a year.   We are in the midst of the first grant cycle and are being asked for 
over $200,000.00  to  fund nearly  forty grants.   Typically, we  receive  significant donations 
around this event.  Please consider giving so we can continue to fund requests that directly 
impact  YOUR kids  in  their  classrooms  –  from Elmo  cameras  to  books  in  the  classrooms; 
Smartboards to enriched learning experiences – SEF is the primary supplementary funding 
resource in our schools.  All donations are welcome.  Go to www.sefnj.org now! 
 
                Mrs. Tina Spotts 
                Summit Educational Foundation 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STORIES FROM THE SUMMIT:  NEWS FROM THE SIXTH GRADE      
 
Our  sixth  graders  have  joined  the  LCJSMS  community  and  begun  exploration  of  what  it 
means to be part of a greater whole.  Through homeroom, classes, lunch, and Advisory they 
have made many new friends while staying connected to old ones.   In Language Arts,  the 
sixth graders have read stories about characters defining themselves in new situations and 
written  about  the  traits  leading  to  their  successes.  While  in Mathematics  students  have 
studied  fractions and ways  to  combine  them.   Social  Studies  classes have delved  into  the 
five themes of Geography and the eight traits of culture, applying them in the creation of a 
new continent.   Our  scientists have worked  together  to uncover  the way atoms make up 
our world.   
 
As part of our theme, we celebrated the day Earth’s seven billionth person was born with 
interdisciplinary activities such as writing Birthday Tweets filled with wishes for the future, 
estimating the physical area needed to hold seven billion people, acting out the exponential 
growth  of  the  world’s  population,  and  analyzing  the  impact  of  population  on  the 
environment.  By the end of the day, sixth graders had a whole new understanding of what 
it means to be one in seven billion.  
 
Looking forward, the sixth grade will make a contribution to our global community through 
Summit Shares with the World.  They will join together to raise money to purchase animals 
through  Heifer  International,  a  nonprofit  charitable  organization  dedicated  to  relieving 
global  hunger  and  poverty  through  gifts  of  livestock  and  education  in  sustainable 
agriculture. 
 
Whether  in  school,  in  our  community,  or  throughout  the  world,  our  sixth  graders  are 
learning to make an impact as parts of a greater whole.  
                  Teams 6A, 6B, and 6C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Artwork by Samuel O'Sullivan, Gr. 7 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TEAM 7B NEWS                       

Lights, camera, action!  Team 7B at LCJSMS is having a great start to the new school year. 
Ms. Josephine Patterne is leading the team and also teaching various levels of Math to our 
students,  Mrs.  Laura  Schaffer  is  teaching  Social  Studies,  Mrs.  Susan  Vidal  is  running  the 
Resource Center, and Spanish experts, Mr. Timothy Margiotta and Mr. Jeffrey Zieleniewski 
are  immersing  the  young minds  in World  Language.   Newcomers Ms. Amy Wysoczynski, 
Science, and Mr. Timothy Belmont, English, are taking the school year by storm. 

The  chosen  theme  for  our  team  is, The Producers,  because  the  teachers  and  students  on 
Team 7B are making good choices for a blockbuster life.  This theme stresses the importance 
of doing thoughtful, positive things to make your life the best it can be.  It is also important 
to  realize  that  although  everyone makes mistakes, much  like  in  the movies,  it  is  always 
possible to edit your life for the better by making good decisions in the future.  We are all 
producers of our own life story. 

Stars  of  the week  are being  selected during  the  school  year.    These  students  show great 
character and kindness and are awarded with a star in our hallway.   So far, Aïssa Guindo, 
David Medina, and Akanksha Patel have received this award, with others to follow. 

We have many fun, exciting, and interesting activities planned for the year, including topics 
that  span all  subjects.   We have  already  taught  ancient  civilizations,  such  as  the Mayans, 
within multiple classes –‐ we taught the history of these cultures in Social Studies, language 
involving these civilizations in Spanish, and Mayan counting in Math.  The cameras are now 
rolling, and we are anticipating five‐star reviews for this school year! 

                Mr. Timothy Belmont 
                Team 7B English Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Artwork by Sarah Bonnet, Gr. 6 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TEAM 8B:  THE SUPER BEES NEWS                

Team 8B English students have just finished a rigorous study of short stories, 
practicing  the  skills  of  analyzing  and  critiquing  them  based  on  authors' 
techniques and literary devices.  From a heart‐warming tale of friendship, the 
chivalrous  knights  of  King Arthur's  realm,  or  the macabre mind  of  Stephen 
King, there was something for everyone within this unit.  Artistic expressions 

ranged  from a heraldic coat‐of‐arms, a Venus postcard, mock  trial of a  literary character, 
and several dramatizations, all based on the variety of short stories encountered.  Students 
also brushed up on grammar  skills with  capitalization and pronoun  reviews.    Finally,  8B 
students began to refine their writing skills with several essays and creative pieces. 

While in Mathematics… 

The  first quarter of  this academic year has been all about Algebra  for  the students of 8B.  
Pre‐Algebra students have tackled one‐step equations involving integers and are using the 
skills  developed  to  solve  similar  equations  involving  decimal  fractions.    Foundations  of 
Algebra  students  are  discovering  procedures  for  solving  two‐step  equations  and  those 
involving  the distributive property.   Algebra Enriched students  just completed a rigorous 
unit dealing with compound inequalities and will be dealing with the analysis and graphing 
of linear equations. 

Furthermore, in Social Studies… 

Team 8B students just completed an exciting study of the Ancient Middle East and Egypt.  
From creating kid‐friendly comic books designed to both entertain and help children learn 
about the significance of Ancient Sumerian Achievements, to embarking on a virtual tour of 
empires such as the Assyrians, Persians, and Egyptians, Team 8B students not only learned 
about these ancient civilizations, but also gained an understanding and appreciation of the 
impact  they  had  on  future  societies.    Finally,  using  this  knowledge,  8B  students 
collaboratively designed a rubric to measure historical impact, which they will use as they 
continue their studies of ancient civilizations. 
In addition, in Science… 

Team  8B  Earth  Systems  Science  was  treated  to  plenty  of  natural  disasters  to  start  our 
school year.  The late summer earthquake and Tropical Storm Irene jump‐started our class 
discussions with plenty of personal anecdotes.   The falling satellites were perfectly timed 
with our gravity/astronomy unit.  The freak October snowstorm sent us back in time living 
without power or Internet ‐‐ just like our early astronomers ‐‐ reminding us of how much 
we truly rely on Earth's natural resources and technology.  We can only wonder what other 
current events will help shape our discussions for the rest of the year! 
Finally, in Reading… 

Team  8B  Reading  students  are  sharpening  their  reading  and  reasoning  skills  through  a 
variety  of  challenging  assignments.    Students  build  vocabulary  through  context,  identify 
specific  support  in  response  to  questions,  draw  logical  conclusions  based  on  writers' 
implications,  and  solve  different  kinds  of  word  puzzles  including  crosswords  and 
cryptograms.  Transfer of these critical skills to other subjects is key to student success. 

                  Team 8B Teachers 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Order a Copy 

December 5 – 9, 2011 
In Homeroom 
$25 Cash or Check 
~Make Checks Payable to LCJSMS~ 
 

2012 Spotlight Yearbook 

of the  

Order during our December Sales Drive to make 
sure your child receives a copy of the 2012 
LCJSMS yearbook!  Limited quantities will be 
available in June, and the cost for a book will be 
raised to $30.  Don’t miss out on this special 
yearbook documenting all of the wonderful events 
and activities held throughout the school year.   

Spotlight Yearbook 2012 – For a Cause 
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EAGER AND READY TO SERVE:  LCJSMS STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS     
 
The LCJSMS Student Council has held its elections for class officers and shortly thereafter, 
executive board members were appointed.  The election process was a grueling venture for 
the die‐hard candidates, but the smoke has finally cleared, and it is an honor to present the 
following students as the people’s choice: 
 

Executive Board 
  President   Matthew Burke 
  Vice President   Conner Mayes 
  Secretary   Alina Patrick 
  Treasurer   Matthew Wilson 
 
Eager  to  begin  their  terms  and  contribute  to  the  safe  and  productive  functioning  of  the 
Lawton  C.  Johnson  Summit  Middle  School,  the  quartet  will  work  with  a  crop  of  highly 
regarded  executive  board  representatives  in  order  to  serve  the  2011‐2012  school  year 
term.  The following students were appointed for this school year: 
 
Grade 6 Representatives 
  Leila Esposito 
  Inga Hao 
  Hamail Iqbal 
  Jane Rasweiler 
  Jeremy Shultz 
   

Grade 7 Representatives 
  Laura Baldacchino 
  Carolyn Delaney 
  Thomas Rasweiler 
  Marielle Rogoff 
 
     

Grade 8 Representatives 
  Troy Cook  
  Sarah Elia 
  Constance Pullan

Charity 
Brendan Kaelin 
Emma Osborne  
     
     

Spirit 
Kevin Gettings 
Christina Guo 
Caroline Westdyk     

Dance 
Elina Turner 

Lip­Synch 
Patience Baldacci 
Hammad Iqbal 

       Publicity 
Anna DiSibio 
Savannah Dooley

The Council wishes to thank all faculty members and parents for their continued support, 
and we look forward to the opportunity of serving you. 
 
                Mr. Gary Wm. Burns 
                Dr. Steffany Baptiste 
                Co‐Student Council Advisors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Artwork by Augusta Imperatore, Gr. 6 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THE LCJSMS GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING DEPARTMENT       
 
The Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School is off and running for the 2011‐2012 school 
year.    We  are  very  excited  for  a  great  year  filled  with  wonderful  opportunities  and 
programs  for  you and your  children.   The month of October was packed with wonderful 
programs for you and your families. 
 
We kicked off  the month of October with a Week of Respect.   While  the state mandated a 
week of respect, we mandate a year of respect.   Our school motto  is We Give Respect; We 
Take Responsibility.   We used  this week  to  kickoff  the  year  and highlight  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  respect  amongst  others.    Mr.  Block  started  the  week  with  an 
announcement and he read  the Respect Pillar.   Then, at  the end of each day, we played a 
song over the PA system that highlighted respect.   In addition, our sixth graders wrote, “I 
feel respected when...” sentence stems that will be used as the border to the Respect bulletin 
board that is displayed near the Concourse.  We also had each team identify a student of the 
week that exhibited the Pillar of Respect.  The students’ chosen for this honor were: Megan 
Abate, Melina Campos, Luca Curran, Leila Esposito, Nick Fiorito, Michael Greenstein, Aissa 
Guindo,  Anna  Hoecker,  Kyle  Kanaley,  Kiera  Little,  Teia  Ross,  Juliana  Rustum,  Joseph 
Shepard, Ciara West, and Daniil Zhukov.   These students’ pictures are front and center on 
our Respect bulletin board.   Our eighth graders in Digital Newsroom and Today’s Talk also 
helped  to  make  this  kickoff  meaningful  and  long  lasting.    They  are  creating  public 
announcements that will be read throughout the year and may even be put on the local TV 
channel,  as  well  as  interviewing  students,  teachers,  administrators,  and  parents  on  the 
topic of bullying, for an article to be published in local newspapers. 
 
On  Tuesday,  October  18,  2011,  the  sixth  graders  of  Lawton  C.  Johnson  Summit  Middle 
School  took  the  challenge  during  their  lunch  period  and participated  in Mix  It  Up Day,  a 
national movement that encourages students to step out of their comfort zone and connect 
with new people.  LCJSMS students, along with millions of students across the country, took 
part in this special event designed to break down social barriers in school and encourage 
new friendships.  Each student had the opportunity to change their lunch tables for the day 
and interact with a new group of peers through fun activities and games.  
 
The week of October 24‐28 marked our annual Red Ribbon and Violence Prevention Week.  
We had a week filled with fantastic activities to highlight the importance of choosing a drug 
free and violent free life.  Eighth graders helped to tie red ribbons around the trees in front 
of the Middle School to highlight drug awareness and resistance and to encourage healthy 
life  choices.    Under  the  direction  of  seventh  grade  English  teachers,  students  entered  an 
essay  contest  entitled,  Importance  of  Choosing a Drug Free  Life.    The winners were Liam 
Dwyer, Kiera Little, and Isabelle Timoney.  Some students participated in a drug and violent 
free pledge by creating chain  links with  the assistance of  their Art  teachers, while others 
wrote  sentence  stems under  the  guidance  of  their Health  teachers  about why  they don’t 
want  or  need  drugs.    Additionally,  Red  Ribbon Week  trivia  contest  questions  were  read 
throughout  the week.    Prizes were  awarded  to  the winners  at  each  grade  level.    During 
lunch  periods,  middle  schoolers  participated in a Smarties guessing game:  Smarties Make 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THE LCJSMS GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING DEPARTMENT (CONTINUED)   
 
Good  Choices!    Those who had  the  closest  guess  of Smarties  at  each  grade  level,  brought 
home  one‐third  of  the  prize.    The  proceeds  of  this  contest  totaled  $100.00  and  were 
donated  to  Mothers  Against  Drunk  Driving  (MADD).    Overall,  Red  Ribbon  and  Violence 
Prevention Week was a success, and we look forward to another great one next year!  If you 
have not yet seen the flyer of events, please feel free to check it out on our website. 
 
This year, with the help of the PTO, we were also able to present an informative assembly 
on the topic of bullying to our seventh and eighth graders.  On Thursday evening, October 
27, 2011, Mr. John Halligan presented, “Bullying, Cyber­Bullying, and Youth Depression” 
to  an  auditorium  full  of  parents.   Mr.  Halligan’s  presentation  is  based  in  honor  and  in 
memory of his son, Ryan, who took his life in 2004 at the young age of thirteen.   During the 
assembly, Mr. Halligan spoke of his son's struggle.   Mr. Halligan’s message  to  the parents 
was slightly different than his message to the students.  He was advocating for the parents 
to be aware of the technology their kids have and the impact that it has on them, especially 
in regards to bullying.   Mr. Halligan had several great tips and points that he shared with 
the parents.   Parents had a chance to ask questions and hear Mr. Halligan’s point of view 
and perspective.  It was a very moving and beneficial program. 
 
Each  year,  as  part  of  the  LCJSMS P.A.C.T.  (Parents  and  Counselors  Together)  series,  the 
Middle  School  counselors  offer  parent  programs  on  interesting  and  relevant  topics.    On 
Wednesday, November 30, we presented a program on bullying by Prevention Links.  This 
program focused on cyber‐bullying and asset development.  
 
Please  continue  to  peruse  our  website,  www.fc.summit.k12.nj.us/~msguidance,  for 
tools, resources, and upcoming events. 
 
                  Mrs. Elke Luftig 
                  School Counselor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
Artwork by Tyler Chicules, Gr. 6 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LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER HAPPENINGS               
 
The LCJSMS Library Media Center has been  full of activity  this  fall.   Classes have been  in 
researching  the  thirteen  colonies,  endangered  species,  Chinese  dynasties,  musicians  and 
composers,  diseases,  and  body  systems.   We  have  circulated  over  1,200  books  since  the 
beginning of September, and we’ve also been having some fun after school.  
 
An enthusiastic mix of sixth, seventh, and eighth graders met after school for the launch of 
the first Bookies meeting in October.  Students had tons of fun participating in a Sorry! game 
tournament.    Our  next  Bookies  meeting  is  Thursday,  December  1,  and  we  are  looking 
forward to another fun exchange. 
 
Icky  Eats,  our  Halloween  program  originally  scheduled  for  Monday,  October  31st, 
unfortunately,  had  to  be  cancelled  due  to  the  October  snowstorm.    After many  students 
expressed interest in still having it, it was rescheduled for Thursday, November 14th.   Our 
post­Halloween celebration was a big hit. 
 
Students are also enjoying our new soft  seating area.   Every day, before and after school, 
students can be found reading, chatting, studying, and even doing homework on our new 
beanbag chairs.  Students have told us it's a great place to relax, and it has become quite a 
popular spot. 
 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claire Goudreau, Gr. 6, seated in one of our new beanbag chairs in the "soft seating" area. 
 

                  Mrs. Megan Hartley 
                  Mrs. Beth Thomas 
                  Library Media Specialists 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EXHIBIT THIS!  THE MUSEUM COMEDIES              
 

Exhibit  This!    The  Museum  Comedies,  written  by  Luigi  Jannuzzi  and 
being staged at Lawton C. Johnson Summit Middle School, is currently 
in  rehearsal.    Students  are  playing multiple  parts  in  this  production, 
allowing  them  to experience  the development of different  characters.  
The visitors, employees, and paintings in the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York come to life and interact with each other in a unique 
setting.    Approximately  100  students  are  involved  in  both  cast  and 
crews to create this novel approach to comedy in the Museum.  

 
Be sure to take a trip to the Met right here at LCJSMS on Friday and Saturday, December 2nd 
and 3rd, at 7:30 p.m.   Tickets are on sale the week after Thanksgiving at all  three student 
lunches and at the door before the show.  All seats are $6.00. 
 
                Mr. Ronald Wells     
                Drama Teacher   
 
 
2011­2012 LCJSMS HOLIDAY CONCERT              
 
The sounds of  the holiday season can be heard  in  the halls of Lawton C.  Johnson Summit 
Middle School as the Music Department prepares several performing groups for upcoming 
concerts.    The Middle  School  Holiday  Concert will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  December  13,  at 
7:30 p.m. in the Middle School Auditorium.  Band Director, Mr. Stephen Andrews; Orchestra 
Conductor, Mrs. Joann Manhardt; and Chorus Director, Mr. Daniel King, will be conducting 
their  seventh  grade  groups  in  the  concert.    Admission  is  free,  and  everyone  is  invited  to 
attend. 
 
The Seventh Grade Band will perform, The Little Drummer Boy, Christmastime with Charlie 
Brown,  and  Jewish  Folk  Medley.    The  Seventh  Grade  Orchestra  selections  will  include 
Country  Wedding,  Counterpoint  for  Christmas,  and  Uskudar  (Turkish  Folk  Tune).    The 
Seventh Grade Chorus will perform Bethlehem Hallelu, Elijah and Joshua, and 21 Guns from 
Green  Day's  American  Idiot.    Additionally,  the  Middle  School  Flute  Ensemble,  under  the 
direction of Mrs. Michelle Brick, will present a musical prelude in the Concourse preceding 
the concert. 
 
The Holiday  Assembly will  be  presented  on  Thursday,  December  22,  at  2:00  p.m.  in  the 
LCJSMS Auditorium.  The Eighth Grade Band, under the direction of Mr. Alex Bocchino, and 
the  Eighth  Grade  Orchestra  and  Eighth  Grade  Chorus,   conducted  by  Mrs. Manhardt 
and Mr. King, will perform a wide variety of music.   Santa and his helpers are expected to 
make an appearance at the assembly. 
 
                Mr. Stephen Andrews 
                Music Teacher 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FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
* * *  MARK YOUR CALENDARS  * * * 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 2012 
7:00‐9:30 PM 

 

Volunteers are needed to make this a fun and successful evening. 
 

If you are able to help, please contact the Volunteer Coordinator,  
Mrs. Leticia Spencer at lspencer823@comcast.net. 

 
We are looking for donations for the infamous TIN CAN RAFFLE! 

Popular items include  
electronics, gift cards, sports equipment, tickets, jewelry, etc. 

 
Get together with friends and donate an item as a group 

OR 
Make cash donations, and we will purchase the items for you. 

 
No amount is too small!!! 

 
Contact the TIN CAN RAFFLE Chairs: 

Mrs. Jean Marie Apruzzese @jmappruzzese@draadvisors.com  

Mrs. Diane Carlson @dianescarlson@yahoo.com 
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LCJSMS COMMUNICATION RESOURCES                 
 
Now  that  we  are  a  few  months  into  the  school  year,  you  probably  have  received  numerous 
communications  from  the  school,  the  district,  the  City  of  Summit  and  the  PTO.    In  an  effort  to 
clarify  what  information  comes  from where,  we  are  sending  out  this  listing  of  communication 
resources.  Please review the following list and keep it handy for referral. 
Electronic Communications 

LCJSMS PTO E­Mail Blasts  (Constant Contact):    The PTO  uses  e‐mail  lists  to  send out  school‐
related announcements, notices, newsletters, requests, and bulletins on an as‐needed basis.  The 
e­mail  lists  are  built,  maintained,  and  used  only  by  the  PTO.   The  sender  on  this  e‐mail  is 
LCJSMS PTO.  The PTO sent out e‐mail address confirmation letters at the beginning of the school 
year and applied the changes that were returned to us.  If your e‐mail address changes, you must 
e‐mail  us  at  LCJSMSPTOCOMMUNICATIONS@gmail.com.   Your  participation  in  these  lists  is 
strongly encouraged as this communication method enables us to get information to you quickly 
and at  a  low cost.   If  you gave us  an  e‐mail  address  and are not  receiving e‐mails  from LCJSMS 
PTO, please make sure your e‐mail system does not SPAM or JUNK these e‐mails. 

PowerSchool  Announcements  (Daily  Bulletin):    You  can  elect  to  receive  the  daily  school 
announcements posted on PowerSchool via e‐mail.  To do so, login to PowerSchool, choose the E­
mail Notification  icon, and then choose what information you'd like to receive, how often, and to 
what e‐mail addresses.  These announcements are the daily announcements posted by the Middle 
School staff. 

The Summit School District Code Red Alert System:  Summit Public Schools has an automated 
emergency parent notification system.  This system allows the district  to provide  the  families of 
our  students  with  more  timely  notifications  of  school  emergency  issues,  such  as  inclement 
weather or other emergency school closings or delays.   If  for some reason you are not receiving 
these notifications, go to the LCJSMS website and download the form to sign up for these services.  
Please note that this contact information is completely separate from the PTO’s e­mail lists. 
Nixle.com:    A  new  service  is  now  available  from  the  Summit  Police  Department  to  access 
important  community  information  such  as  alerts,  advisories,  and  traffic‐related  issues  affecting 
Summit.  We  encourage  you  to  be  part  of  the  Nixle  Community  Information  Service  by  logging 
onto www.nixle.com and registering to have this information delivered to you by cell phone, text 
message, and/or e‐mail.   

Newsletter Communications 

Panther Paws is a monthly newsletter published by the LCJSMS PTO.  This newsletter is intended 
to  let  LCJSMS  families  know of  upcoming  events  and  news  related  to  the Middle  School  or  our 
school district.  This newsletter  is distributed electronically via the PTO e‐mail  lists, available on 
the LCJSMS website, and mailed home to those families that requested it on the GO GREEN survey 
that was mailed home in August. 
The Gargoyle is a quarterly journal published by the school and the PTO.  This publication tends 
to have more school‐related information (schedules, calendars, school events and happenings), as 
well  as PTO announcements  and  information.  Notification of  the publication of The Gargoyle  is 
sent out through the PTO e‐mail lists, available on the LCJSMS website, and mailed home to those 
families that requested it on the GO GREEN survey that was mailed home in August. 
School and District Mailings:  And, of course, the school and district will continue to send home 
mailings through the postal service on an as‐needed basis. 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ATTENDANCE                       
 
 
The Board of Education  requires  the pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools of  this district  attend 
school regularly in accordance with the laws of the state.  The educational program offered 
by  this  district  is  predicated  on  the  presence  of  the  pupil  and  requires  continuity  of 
instruction and classroom participation.  The regular contact of pupils with one another in 
the  classroom  and  their  participation  in  a  well‐planned  instructional  activity  under  the 
tutelage of a competent teacher are vital to this purpose. 
 
Attendance  at  school may  be  excused  for  certain  absences  as  defined  by  the  Board.    All 
absences for reasons other than excused, shall be unexcused. 
 
Pupils absent from school for any reason are responsible for the completion of assignments 
missed because of their absence.  No pupil excused for a religious holiday shall be deprived 
of  an  award or  eligibility  to  compete  for  an  award or  the  opportunity  to make up  a  test 
given on the religious holiday.   
 
Prolonged or repeated absences, excused or unexcused, from school or from class, deprive 
the  pupil  of  the  classroom  experience  deemed  essential  to  learning  and  may  result  in 
retention at grade level or loss of credit toward the high school diploma in accordance with 
policies of this Board. 
 
Pupils shall be subjected to the school district response for unexcused absences during the 
school  year  as  outlined  in  N.J.A.C.  6A:16‐7.8(a)4  and  Regulation  5200.    In  addition, 
unexcused absences from school or from classes within the school day shall subject a pupil 
to  the  disciplinary  rules  of  the  Board,  which  may  include  the  denial  of  a  pupil’s 
participation  in  co‐curricular  activities  and/or  athletic  competition.    Repeated  truancies 
that interfere with efforts of this Board and its staff in the maintenance of good order and 
the  continuity  of  classroom  instruction  may  result  in  the  suspension  or  expulsion  in 
accordance with Policy Nos. 5610 and 5620. 
 
The Superintendent shall calculate and monitor  the average daily attendance rate  for  the 
district and for each school in the district.  Whenever the average daily attendance rate for 
the  district  or  for  a  school  in  the  district  does  not  meet  the  New  Jersey  Department  of 
Education  requirements,  the  Superintendent  or  designee  shall  develop  performance 
objectives to improve pupil attendance pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:32‐12.2(a)3. 
 
N.J.S.A. 18A:36‐14 et seq.;18A:38‐25 et seq. 
N.J.S.A. 34:2‐21.1 et seq. 
N.J.A.C. 6A:16‐7.8 
 
Cross reference:  Policy Guide Nos. 5410, 5411, 5412, 5460, 8464 
Adopted:  July 19, 1984 
Updated:  April 2005 
Updated:  June 14, 2007 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NOTICE OF NON­DISCRIMINATION       
 

It is the policy of the Summit City School District that this district does not discriminate on 
the  basis  of  race,  color,  creed,  religion,  sex,  affectional  or  sexual  orientation,  ancestry, 
national origin, social or economic status, or disability.  
 
Dr.  Jane Kachmar‐Desonne has been designated as  the district’s 504/ADA Coordinator  to 
handle complaints alleging discrimination based on one’s disability and to coordinate the 
district’s efforts to comply with the regulations implementing Section 504 and the ADA. 
 
Dr. Kenneth L.  Shulack has been designated as  the district’s Affirmative Action Officer  to 
handle complaints alleging all other prohibited  types of discrimination and  to coordinate 
the  district’s  efforts  to  comply  with  the  regulations  implementing  all  other  non‐
discrimination laws.  They can be contacted at the following addresses: 
 

Dr. Jane Kachmar‐Desonne 
Director of Special Education Services 
Office of Special Education Services 
14 Beekman Terrace 
Summit, NJ 07901 
908‐273‐6658 

 
Dr. Kenneth M. Shulack 
Director of Human Resources 
Summit Board of Education 
14 Beekman Terrace 
Summit, NJ 07901 
908‐273‐3023 

 
 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION                    
 
Students  or  parents  with  affirmative  action  concerns  should  address  them  to  the 
administration or to: 
 

Dr. Kenneth M. Shulack 
Director of Human Resources 
Summit Board of Education 
14 Beekman Terrace 
Summit, NJ 07901 
908‐273‐3023 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GROCERY SCRIP FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

The LCJSMS PTO Grocery Scrip Program is stocking additional scrip from ShopRite in $20 
denominations for the December 2 and 16 sale dates.  Please consider these cards as convenient 
holiday gratuities, charitable donations, or special gifts.  Don't forget, Peapod, the Stop & Shop home 
delivery service, accepts Stop & Shop gift cards as online payment, making life all that much easier. 
We always have the following scrip denominations on hand:  Kings ($50, $100), ShopRite ($50, $100, 
$200), Stop & Shop ($50, $100), A&P ($50, $100) and Pathmark ($50).   Grocery Scrip will be sold in 
the Middle School Concourse from 8 to 9:30 a.m. on the following remaining Fridays:  December 2 
and 16, January 6 and 20, February 3 and 16, March 2, 16 and 30, April 20, May 4 and 18, and June 1 
and 15.   
If it is inconvenient for you to come to the Middle School on sale dates, become a delivery customer.  
Delivery customers just specify which stores, denominations, and delivery frequency (bi-weekly, 
monthly or bi-monthly) they would like, and scrip is delivered to their homes.  Customers purchase 
scrip cards at face value, and the PTO receives 5% of the value of all cards purchased!  Proceeds are 
used to purchase at-home copies of books for students and other non-funded educational expenses.  
Please contact Mrs. Stacy Supran by calling (908) 598-1701 or by email to ssupran@comcast.net to 
sign-up. 
          Mrs. Stacy Supran 

Grocery Scrip Chairperson  
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